sS2                        SHIMOGA DISTRICT
of which the former runs for most of its course within this District, in a north-easterly direction. From the point of confluence the united river runs north to the frontier. The Sharavati rises near Kavaledurga in the south-west, and runs north-west to the frontier, where it turns west and hurls itself down the Ghats in the Jog or far-famed GERSOPPA FALLS, a sheer descent of 830 feet. The streams between Kodachadri and Kavaledurga flow west or south-west into Kanara. The west of the District, resting upon the Ghats, is very mountainous, the highest point being Kodachadri, 4,411 feet above the sea. Govardhan-giri and Chandragutti are also conspicuous hills, the latter rising to 2,794 feet. A chain of hills runs from Mandagadde on the Tunga north by Anantapur towards Sorab, with a ridge west from Atavadi to Talguppa, On the east are two lines of low stony hills stretching from the south of Channagiri to the frontier, one following the course of the Tungabhadra northwards, the other crossing the river near Holehonnur and passing near Shikarpur. The south-west around Nagar and Kavaledurga is full of hills.
The Shimoga schist band is a southern continuation of that on which the town of Dharwar is situated. Crossing the Tungabhadra near Harihar, it extends southwards into Kadur District. Its western boundary is probably continuous from Anantapur to the Kudremukh. West from Anantapur to Talguppa the country is covered by a great spread of laterite, beneath which gneiss is exposed in deep nullahs. In places the laterite is over 100 feet in thickness. It is quarried in square blocks, which form the most common building material, being used not only for dwelling-houses but for bridges and other public structures. Broken up, it forms metal for roads.
Magnificent evergreen forest covers the west, many of the hills being heavily wooded up to their summits. On all sides trunks with clear stems of from 80 to 100 feet to the first branch meet the eye. The more valuable kinds are poon (Calophyttum tomentosum\ wild jack, ebony, some (Soymida febrifuga\ heigm (Hopea Wightiana), eruol> dhupa (Vateria indua)^ the large devadaram (Erythroxylort)^ gamboge, and a species of cedar. Farther east is a rich belt, in which the more important trees are teak, black-wood, honne (Pterocarpus Marsupiuvi), matti (Terminalia tomentosa\ sampagi (Michelia Champaca\ arsentega (Adina cordifoUa)^ alak (Terminalia Chebula), bdgi (Albizzia Lebbek), dindiga (Anogeissus latifolia\ and others. Sorab abounds with kdns^ apparently the remains of old forests. Many are cultivated with pepper-vines, and sometimes coffee. The sago-palm (Caryota urens) is also grown for the sake of its toddy. From Mandagadde a long stretch of wooded country runs north, in which are found good teak, and much second-class timber, with a large quantity of Inga ocylocarpat used for making charcoal for the iron mines.